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pitiation of evil powers never gained any footing in Parsism.
The interpretation of dreams and the practice of astrology were
famous accomplishments of the Magi: neither has any place in
the Avesta. Nor has magic, which gained its very name from
them. We may reasonably conjecture that only the Magi
resident in Persia identified themselves with Zoroastrianism,
and that a great many Magi living in other countries kept up
their own special beliefs and usages, which might easily be
credited to Zoroastrian Magi by misunderstanding.

Those, however, who threw in their lot with the Mazda-
yasna profoundly modified its whole spirit. The most far-
reaching change brought in was that which inclined the
religion to something fairly called Dualism. The Vendidad,
and Parsi religion as dependent on it, must be called essen-
tially dualist, with one crucial reservation. For the Magi the
world is one vast game of chess. There is a black king
whose functions and moves are exactly those of the white ;
and eveiy other piece has a corresponding piece on the other
side of the board. Ikitthe creed never wavered as to White's
ultimately winning: indeed Magian calculation could tell in
how many moves it would be checkmate. It works out at
A.D. 2398 : those who are in a hurry for greater precision
will find the exact hour supplied in Dr West's account of
the world chronology.1 The very thoroughness with which
the Magians carried out their system of exact balancing saved
them from any really serious danger of dualism. If Ormazd
is omnipotent and omniscient, clearly Ahriman must be weak
and ignorant; and with such a disadvantage he has no chance
in the struggle.

The Magi were responsible, it would seem, for the great
development of Ritual. Just as the Brahmans extended the
simple Aryan ritual to the enormous complexity it attains in
India, so did the Magi in Iran. The stamp of a priestly
caste is over the whole system. The Deity is made to
dictate all sorts of meticulous trifles about worship, such as
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